
How is a “policy” narrative different from a personal 
one? 
 

1. The personal narrative is an attempt to explain 
something for yourself – you use the writing to 
analyze and come to an understanding of an 
experience 

 
2. The policy narrative is designed to convince 

someone else of something – you, in this case, 
know what you think about it. 

 
a. Your hope is to influence someone who may 

vote or enact policy 
 
b. You may use a small amount of set-up or 

framing material but the bulk of the 
composition is made up of a story or stories 
that illustrate the point you want to make – 
this isn’t an essay. 


